CLAIMS 



f,l A MAG expression promoter comprising a compound of 
V^he formula (I) 



f^ll * J^X-R 3 (I) 



Z - - R 4 




wherein 
R 1 



15 



is a hydrogen atom, a halogen atom, an alkyl 
group or an alkoxy group; 
r* and R 3 are the same or different and each is a 
hydrogen atom or an alkyl group; 

rnnH -COOR 5 , -CONR R , 
10 R * is an alkyl group, -COOH, > 

-CH 2 NR 6 R 7 , -CH 2 OH or -CH 2 OR 8 ; 

wherein R 5 and R 6 are each an alkyl group, and 
r« and R 7 are the same or different and each xs 
a hydrogen atom or an alkyl group, or R and R 
in combination form imidazole together with 
the adjacent nitrogen atom; 
is -CH(OH)-, -C(=0)- or -CH 2 -; and 



A 

z is =CH- or =N-, 



Z • *~r m thpreof or a pharmaceutically 

an optically active form thereor or y 

20 acceptable salt thereof. 

2 The MAG expression promoter of cl«i» 1. -hich is 
a^licable to a disease of mammals inclusive of human, 
caused by hypomyeiination. 

3 The MAG expression promoter of claim 1, vhich is 
applicable to a disease of mammals inclusive of human, 
which disease mainly presents dysmyelination or 

demyelination . 
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4. The MAG ' expression promoter of claim 1,^ which is 
applicable to a disease of mammals inclusive of human, 
which disease being multiple sclerosis, encephalitis, 
myelitis, Guillain-Barr§ syndrome, chronic inflammatory 
demyelinating polyradiculitis, heavy metal toxicosis, 
diphtheria toxicosis , hypothyroidism, metachromatic 
leukodegeneratipn or Charcot-Marie-Tooth disease. 

5. The MAG expression promoter of any of claim l_tp 
claim 4, wherein, in the formula (I), R 1 is a halogen 
atom, an alkyl group or an alkoxy group. 

6. A MAG expression promoter comprising 4- [ d-hydroxy-5- 



( 1-imidazolyl ) -2-methylbenzyl] -3 , 5-dimethylbenzoic acid, 
an optically active form thereof or a pharmaceutically 
acceptable salt thereof. 




Ij) A method of promoting expression of MAG^ which 
method comprises administerihg a compound of the 




formula (I) 




(I) 



wherein 



is a hydrogen atom, a halogen atom, an alkyl 
group or an alkoxy group; 



R 2 and R 3 



are the same or different and each is a 



hydrogen atom or an alkyl group; 

is an alkyl group, -COOH, -COOR 5 , -CONR 6 R 7 , 

-CH 2 NR 6 R 7 , -CH 2 OH or -CH 2 OR 8 ; 

wherein R 5 and R 6 are each an alkyl group, and 
R 6 and R 7 are the same or different and each is 



a hydrogen atom or an alkyl group, or R 6 and R 7 
in combination form imidazole together with 
the adjacent nitrogen atom; 
A is -CH(OH)-, -C(=0)- or -CH 2 -; and 

Z is =CH- or =N- , 

an optically active form thereof or a pharmaceutically 
acceptable salt thereof to mammals inclusive of human. 

8. The method of claim 7, wherein, in the formula (I), 
i r 1 is a halogen atom, an alkyl group or an alkoxy group 

x 9 Ja method for promoting expression of magP which 
inethod comprises administering 4- [ a-hydroxy-5- ( 1- 
imidazoly 1 ) -2-methylbenzyl ] -3 , 5-dimethylbenzoic acid , 

5 an optically active form thereof or a pharmaceutically 
acceptable salt thereof to mammals inclusive of human. 

lo) A method for prophylaxis and/or therapy of a 
"disease caused by hypomyelination; which method 
comprises administering a compound of the formula (I) 



0 



R 1 





(i) 



wherein 

R i i s a hydrogen atom, a halogen atom, an alkyl 

group or an alkoxy group; 
25 R 2 and R 3 are the same or different and each is a 

hydrogen atom or an alkyl group; 
R 4 is an alkyl group, -COOH, -COOR 5 , -CONR 6 R 7 , 

-CH 2 NR 6 R 7 , -CH 2 OH or -CH 2 OR 8 ; 

wherein R 5 and R 6 are each an alkyl group, and 
30 r 6 and R 7 are the same or different and each i 



a 'hydrogen atom or an alkyl group, or R 6 and R 7 
in combination form imidazole together with 
the adjacent nitrogen atom; 
A is -CH(OH)-, -C(=0)- or -ch 2 -; and 

5 Z is =CH- or =N- , 

an optically active form thereof or a pharmaceutical^ 
acceptable salt thereof to mammals inclusive of human. 

11. The method of claim 10, wherein, in the formula (I) 
10 R 1 is a halogen atom, an alkyl group or an alkoxy group. 

12I A method for prophylaxis and/or therapy of a 
^^disease caused by hypomyelination, which method 
"comprises administering 4- [ a-hydroxy-5- ( 1-imidazolyl ) - 
15 2-methylbenzyl] -3 , 5-dimethylbenzoic acid, an optically 
active form thereof or a pharmaceutical^ acceptable 
salt thereof to mammals inclusive of human. 



A method for prophylaxis and/or therapy of a 



, Vo ^isease'1nainIy"'Diresenting dysmyelination or 



^ demyelir^ttoTfT^ method comprises administering a 



compound of the formula (I) 



R 1 




k z J A ^ 



(I) 




wherein 

25 r 1 is a hydrogen atom, a halogen atom, an alkyl 

group or an alkoxy group; 
R 2 and R 3 are the same or different and each is a 

hydrogen atom or an alkyl group; 
r 4 is an alkyl group, -COOH, -COOR 5 , -CONR 6 R 7 , 

30 -CH 2 NR 6 R 7 , -CH 2 OH or -CH 2 OR 8 ; 



10 



whereirf R 5 and R 6 are each an alkyl group, and 
R 6 and R 7 are the same or different and each is 

6 7 

a hydrogen atom or an alkyl group, or R and R 
in combination form imidazole together with 
the adjacent nitrogen atom; 
A is -CH(OH)-, -C(=0)- or -CH 2 -; and 

Z is =CH- or =N- , 

an optically active form thereof or a pharmaceutical^ 
acceptable salt thereof to mammals inclusive of human. 

14. The method of claim 13, wherein, in the formula (I), 
r 1 is a halogen atom, an alkyl group or an alkoxy group. 

15 ) A method for prophylaxis and/or therapy__of a 
is^disease mainly presenting dysmyelination or J) 

demyelination, which method comprises administering 4- 
la-h^dro'xy- 5-(l-imidazolyl)-2 -me thy lben zy 1 ] - 3 , 5 - 

dimethylbenzoic acid, an optically active form thereof 

or a pharmaceutically acceptable salt thereof to 
20 mammals inclusive of human. 

'iD A method for prophylaxis and/or therapy of multiple 
l^clerosis, encephalitis, myelitis, Guillain-Barre 
syndrome, chronic inflammatory demyelinating 
25 polyradiculitis, heavy metal toxicosis, diphtheria 
toxicosis, hypothyroidism, metachromatic 

leukodegeneration or Charcot-Marie-Tooth disease, which 
method comprises administering a compound of the 
formula (I) 

R 1 R 2 




v A ^ R (I) 




30 
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A 

M= z 



IK 



wherein 

R i i s a hydrogen atom, a halogen atom, an alkyl 

group or an alkoxy group; 
R 2 and R 3 are the same or different and each is a 

hydrogen atom or an alkyl group; 
R 4 is an alkyl group, -COOH, -COOR 5 , -CONR 6 R 7 , 

-CH 2 NR 6 R 7 , -CH 2 OH or -CH 2 OR 8 ; 

wherein R 5 and R 6 are each an alkyl group, and 
R 6 and R 7 are the same or different and each is 
a hydrogen atom or an alkyl group, or R 6 and R 7 
in combination form imidazole together with 
the adjacent nitrogen atom; 
is -CH(OH)-, -C(=0)- or -CH 2 -; and 
is =CH- or =N- , 
is an optically active form thereof or a pharmaceutical^ 
acceptable salt thereof to mammals inclusive of human. 

17. The method of claim 16, wherein, in the formula (I), 
r 1 is a halogen atom, an alkyl group or an alkoxy group. 

20 

18. A method for prophylaxis and/or therapy of multiple 
sclerosis, encephalitis, myelitis, Guillain-Barre 
syndrome, chronic inflammatory demyelinating 
polyradiculitis, heavy metal toxicosis, diphtheria 

25 toxicosis, hypothyroidism, metachromatic 

leukodegeneration or Charcot -Marie-Tooth disease, which 

method comprises administering 4-[a-hydroxy-5-( 1- 
imida2olyl)-2-methylbenzyl]-3,5-dimethylbenzoic acid, 

an optically active form thereof or a pharmaceutical^ 
so acceptable salt thereof to mammals inclusive of human. 

/l9. Use of a compound of the formula (I) 



35 



im.. 



ll 



R (I) 




R" 



wherein 

R i is a hydrogen atom, a halogen atom, an alkyl 

group or an alkoxy group; 
R 2 and R 3 are the same or different and each is a 
hydrogen atom or an alkyl group; 
is an alkyl group, -COOH, -COOR 5 , -CONR 6 R 7 , 
-CH 2 NR 6 R 7 , -CH 2 OH or -CH 2 OR 8 ; 

wherein R 5 and R 6 are each an alkyl group, and 
R 6 and R 7 are the same or different and each is 
a hydrogen atom or an alkyl group, or R 6 and R 7 
in combination form imidazole together with 
the adjacent nitrogen atom; 
is -CH(OH)-, -C(=0)- or -CH 2 -; and 
15 z is =CH- or =N-, 

an optically active form thereof or a Pharmaceutica_lly 
acceptable salt thereof for^ducing a MAG expression 



A 



^promoter. ^ 

"lo 20. The use of claim 19, wherein, in the formula (I), R 1 
is a halogen atom, an alkyl group or an alkoxy group. 

'2l3use of 4-[a-hydroxy-5-(l-imidazolyl)-2- 

rthylbenzyl]-3,5-dimethylbenzoic acid, an optically 
25 active form thereof or a pharmaceutical^ acceptable 

salt thereof for producing a MAG expression promoter.^ 



22 J Use of a compound of the formula (I) 



36 



20 





(I) 



wherein 

R 1 is a hydrogen atom, a halogen atom, an alkyl 

group or an alkoxy group; 
5 R 2 and R 3 are the same or different and each is a 

hydrogen atom or an alkyl group; 
R 4 is an alkyl group, -COOH, -COOR 5 , -CONR 6 R 7 , 

-CH 2 NR 6 R 7 , -CH 2 OH or -CH 2 OR 8 ; 

wherein R 5 and R 6 are each an alkyl group, and 
10 R 6 and R 7 are the same or different and each is 

a hydrogen atom or an alkyl group, or R 6 and R 7 
in combination form imidazole together with 
the adjacent nitrogen atom; 
A is -CH(OH)-, -C ( =0) - or -CH 2 -; and 

15 Z is =CH- or =N- , 

an optically active form thereof or a jharmaceutically 
acceptable salt thereof for ^producing a MAG expression 
^ promoter applicable to a disease ilT"ih^nuna~l~s — inclusive 
of human, which is caused by hypomyelination . 

23. The use of claim 22, wherein, in the formula (I)/ R 1 
is a halogen atom, an alkyl group or an alkoxy group. 



Use of 4-[cc-hydroxy-5-( 1-imidazolyl ) -2- 
25 methylbenzyl]-3 , 5-dimethylbenzoic acid, an optically 
active form thereof or a pharmaceut.iaa-li-y— acceptable 



salt thereof for producing a MAG expression promoter 



applicable to a disease in mammals inclusive of human, 
which is caused by hypomyelination. 
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25. Use of a compound of the formula (I) 




wherein 

R 1 is a hydrogen atom/ a halogen atom, an alkyl 

5 group or an alkoxy group; 

R 2 and R 3 are the same or different and each is a 

hydrogen atom or an alkyl group; 
R 4 is an alkyl group, -COOH, -COOR 5 , -CONR 6 R 7 , 

-CH 2 NR 6 R 7 , -CH 2 OH or -CH 2 OR 8 ; 
10 wherein R 5 and R 6 are each an alkyl group, and 

R 6 and R 7 are the same or different and each is 
a hydrogen atom or an alkyl group, or R 6 and R 7 
in combination form imidazole together with 
the adjacent nitrogen atom; 
is A is -CH(OH)-, -C (=0) - or -CH 2 -; and 

Z is =CH- or =N- , 

an optically active form thereof or ^ pharmacei rbi cal ly 
acceptable salt thereof^^f or ^producing a MAG expression 
promoter applicable tb^a^-disease- in^malumars^"inclusive 
s 20- of human, which mainly presents dysmyelination or 
demyelination . 



26. The use of claim 25, wherein, in the formula (I), R 1 
is a halogen atom, an alkyl group or an alkoxy group. 

25 

f^2ll Use of 4- [a-hydroxy-5-( 1-imidazolyl) -2- 
^methylbenzyl] -3 , 5-dimethylbenzoic acid, an optically 
active form thereof or a pharmaceutically acceptable 
salt thereof for producing a MAG expression promoter 
30 applicable to a disease in mammals inclusive of human, 

38 



which mainly presents dysmyelination or demyelination . 
/ 28.] Use of a compound of the formula (I) 



R 1 




r, — n 2 ^^ x „4 
/' 1 




5 wherein 

r 1 is a hydrogen atom, a halogen atom, an alkyl 

group or an alkoxy group; 
R 2 and R 3 are the same or different and each is a 

hydrogen atom or an alkyl group; 
10 r 4 is an alkyl group, -COOH, -COOR 5 , -CONR 6 R 7 , 

-CH 2 NR 6 R 7 , -CH 2 OH or -CH 2 OR 8 ; 

wherein R 5 and R 6 are each an alkyl group, and 
R 6 and R 7 are the same or different and each is 
a hydrogen atom or an alkyl group, or R 6 and R 7 
15 in combination form imidazole together with 

the adjacent nitrogen atom; 
A is -CH(OH)-, -C(=0)- or -CH 2 -; and 

Z is =CH- or =N- , 

an optically active form thereof or a pharmaceutical^ 
20 acceptable salt thereof for producing a MAG expression 
promoter applicable to a disease in mammals inclusive 
of human, which is multiple sclerosis, encephalitis, 
myelitis, Guillain-Barre syndrome, chronic inflammatory 
demyelinating polyradiculitis, heavy metal toxicosis, 
25 diphtheria toxicosis, hypothyroidism, metachromatic 
leukodegeneration or Charcot-Marie-Tooth disease. 

r X i 

29. The use of claim 28, wherein, in the formula (I), R 

^is^a halogen atom, an alkyl group or an alkoxy group. 

30 
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30 J Use of 4-[a-hydroxy-5-( 1-imidazolyl ) -2- 
■methylbenzyll-3, 5-dimethylbenzoic acid, an optically 
active form thereof or ,a- pharmaceutically acceptable 
salt thereof for producing a MAG expression promoter- - 
s applicable to VcHsease-i-n^ mammals .inclusive of~humanv' 
which is multiple sclerosis, encephalitis, myelitis, 
Guillain-Barr<§ syndrome, chronic inflammatory 
demyelinating polyradiculitis, heavy metal toxicosis, 
diphtheria toxicosis, hypothyroidism, metachromatic 
10 leukodegeneration or Charcot-Marie-Tooth disease. 

- 31. JA commercial package comprising a MAG expression 
^promoter comprising a compound of the formula (I) 



R 1 




(I) 




R 4 



is wherein 

r 1 is a hydrogen atom, a halogen atom, an alkyl 

group or an alkoxy group; 
R 2 and R 3 are the same or different and each is a 
hydrogen atom or an alkyl group; 
2 o R 4 is an alkyl group, -COOH, -COOR 5 , -CONR 6 R 7 , 

-CH 2 NR 6 R 7 , -CH 2 OH or -CH 2 OR 8 ; 

wherein R 5 and R 6 are each an alkyl group, and 
R 6 and R 7 are the same or different and each is 
a hydrogen atom or an alkyl group, or R 6 and R 7 
25 in combination form imidazole together with 

the adjacent nitrogen atom; 

A is -CH(OH)-, -C(=0)- or -CH 2 -; and 

Z is =CH- or =N-, 

an optically active form thereof or a pharmaceutically 
30 acceptable salt thereof and a written matter associated 
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therewith, the written matter stating that the MAG 
expression promoter can or should be used for promoting 
expression of MAG. 



32. The commercial package of claim 31, wherein, in the 
formula (I), R 1 is a halogen atom, an alkyl group or an 
alkoxy group. 



33. A commercial package comprising a MAG expression 
promoter comprising 4- [ a-hydroxy-5- ( 1-imidazolyl ) -2- 
methylbenzyl] -3 , 5-dimethylbenzoic acid, an optically 
active form thereof or a pharmaceutically acceptable 
salt thereof and a written matter associated therewith, 
the written matter stating that the MAG expression 
promoter can or should be used for promoting expression 




of MAG. 



